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SUBJECT: 31ST UNGA - THIRD COMMITTEE: ITEM 12-HUMAN RIGHTS, 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 

REF: STATE 292902 

1 . AT THE DEC 1 SESSION OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE, THE DELEGATE 
OF THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC STATED THAT THE SWEDISH 
DRAFT RESOLUTION ON POLITICAL PRISONERS CONTAINED NUMEROUS 
DEFECTS, AND THAT CERTAIN CLASSES OF PERSONS SUCH AS FASCISTS 
AND SUPPORTERS OF APARTHEID SHOULD NOT BE EXEMPT FROM 
PUNISHMENT WITH RESPECT TO EXPRESSION OF THEIR OPINION. 

THE GDR, THEREFORE, SUBMITTED A RAFT OF AMENDMENTS WHICH 
HAVE BEEN PUBLISHED AS DOCUMENT A/C.3/31/L.43. 

2. THE USSR, FURTHERMORE, NOTED THAT THE SWEDISH DRAFT 
NEEDED CAREFUL STUDY BY JURISTS AND SUGGESTED THAT PERHAPS 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION WOULD BE IN A BETTER POSITION 
TO TAKE ACTION ON THE RESOLUTION. NO FORMAL MOTION FOR 
REFERRAL WAS MADE. 
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3. THE CUBAN DELEGATE HAS ASKED FOR ADDITIONAL TIME TO STUDY 
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THE RESOLUTION. THE SWEDISH DELEGATE NOTED THAT HE 
FOUND THIS HARD TO UNDERSTAND AS THE CUBAN DEL WAS 
FURNISHED A COPY OF THE DRAFT A FEW MONTHS AGO. 

4. THE SWEDISH DELEGATE ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD ACCEPTED 
THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS IN THE TEXT: IN PREAMBULAR 
PARA FOUR ADD THE WORDS "RACISM AND" IN LINE 3 AFTER 
"ALL FORMS OF". IN OPERATIVE PARA ONE, LINE ONE, 

DELETE "ALL" BEFORE MEMBER STATES. IN OPERATIVE PARA 2, 
DELETE "ALL" BEFORE MEMBER STATES. 

5. THE SWEDES ARE NOW ATTEMPTING TO LINE UP G-77 SUPPORT 

TO VOTE AGAINST ALL OF THE GDR AMENDMENTS ON THE GROUNDS 
THAT THEY DUPLICAT THE CONTENTS OF THE BYELORUSSIAN DRAFT. 
IT APPEARS THAT G-77 SUPPORT FOR SUCH A MOVE IS BUILDING 
SLOWLY BUT SURELY AS A RESULT OF GROWING PERCEPTION OF THE 
BLATANT MOVE BY THE EASTERN BLOC TO DISTORT AND DESTROY 
THE SWEDISH DRAFT. WE DO NOT KNOW HOW MUCH FIRM SUPPORT 
WILL DEVELOP, HOWEVER. 

6. THE SWEDES ALSO SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED WITHDRAWING THEIR 
RESOLUTION. WE MADE CLEAR THAT IN THE US VIEW IT WOULD 

BE UNACCEPTABLE TO SIMPLY WITHDRAW THE SWEDISH DRAFT AND 
ALLOW THE BYELORUSSIAN DRAFT TO BE APPROVED. IT WOULD BE 
VASTLY PREFERABLE TO MAKE AN AGREEMENT TO HAVE BOTH SENT 
TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, RAHTER THAN TO MAKE A 
UNILATERAL DECISION ON WITHDRAWAL OF THE SWEDISH DRAFT. 

7. IF THE SWEDISH DRAFT IS VOTED ON WITHOUT AMENDMENTS, 

IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT THE BYELORUSSIAN DRAFT WOULD ALSO 
BE PUT TO A VOTE AND APPROVED. 

8. A FURTHER POSSIBILITY FOR COMPROMISE EXISTS. 

THE SWEDES HAVE INDICATED A WILLINGNESS TO AMEND PARA 
1(A) TO DELETE ALL TEXT AFTER "PERSONS." THE NEW TEXT 
WOULD READ AS FOLLOWS: "(A) TO TAKE EFFECTIVE MEASURES 
TO SAFEGUARD THE HUMAN RIGHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS 
OF SUCH PERSONS." MISSION WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT 
VIEWS ON THIS POSSIBLE AMENDMENT. 
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